Retinene, vitamin A aldehyde, is not only physiologically important as a component of visual purple, but also it is assumed to be an intermediate in the conversion of carotene to vitamin A, which takes place in the intestinal wall (2) .
Many attempts have been made to prepare retinene chemically. Hunter et al. (3) obtained it by oxidation of vitamin A with aluminium isopropoxide.
As an oxi dizing agent for converting vitamin A to retinene, potassium permanganate was used by Morton et al. (4) , manganese dioxide by Ball et al. (5) and Henbest et al. (6) , and platinum and oxygen by Karrer et al. (7) . The method using manganese dioxide has been further examined in detail by Katsui et al. (8) .
The author has studied various vitamin A oxidants, and found that vitamin A could be converted easily to retinene by lead dioxide.
The author has therefore made several experiments on this subject.
Furthermore, the author examined the use of lithium aluminum hydride (10) as a reducing agent for converting retinene to vitamin A. 
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